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Synopsis

The fourth edition of this indispensable guide provides a simple and accurate introduction to the
dynamics and mechanics of patent law, updated with the latest court decisions and reform

legislation.
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Customer Reviews

"A terrific contribution to the art. Professor Durham illuminates the sometimes obscure topic of
patent law with clear exposition, detailed analysis, and approachable language. In this rapidly
changing field, Patent Law Essentials: A Concise Guide is an important resource for both scholars

and practitioners alike. " (Bruce Sewell, Sr. Vice President & General Counsel, Apple Inc.)

Alan L. Durham, JD, is the Judge Robert S. Vance Professor of Law at the University of Alabama

School of Law, Tuscaloosa, AL.

The book provides a solid overview of the patent application and the details that will be examined.

I’'m using it to review USC 101, 102, 103 and 112 regulations.

Love this book. I'm a law student and it's been a real easy to digest, consise guide to the in’s and
out’s of how patent law works. Includes changes with the AlA also, so it's up to date as of this

posting date.



Great starting point for anyone interested in Patent law.

| never thought a patent book would be easy or pleasurable to read. This book is great to read

linearly or as a reference.

I’'m a PhD student and | have found it a really good manual, usefull and with lots of references.

Stefano

Mr. Durham’s 4th. Edition of "Patent Law Essentials: A Concise Guide" should be on every
inventor’s reading list! The detail and information of U.S. Patent Law is covered in understandable
language and supported by clear and revealing examples. This edition allows neophytes and
experienced inventors to fully understand what is, and is not, the purpose and legal rights of a U.S.
Patent.Since the primary strength of a patent is the granted right to use the U.S. Court System to
enforce the limited exclusive market rights within the U.S. Market Place, understanding the limits of
Patent Law is a patent holders primary responsibility. This book not only informs the reader of these
limits, it gives important examples of court decisions reflecting specific issues of Patent Law that
have been found favorable AND unfavorable to both patent holders and alleged infringing
parties.My advice to inventors has always been to be THE most knowledgeable person about their
own invention. And, this includes understanding exactly what rights are awarded when they become
a U.S. Patent holder.Durham’s new 4th. Edition of "Patent Law Essentials: A Concise Guide" should
be under the arm of every inventor addressing the USPTO in quest of a patent for their novel

idea(s).William T. OviattWood Scientist/Inventor

This book represents the best one-volume reference for beginners and experts interested in patent
law. It is immensely helpful as a quick reference guide for materials that might be useful in legal
proceedings. It is also an invaluable teaching tool that presents a fluid, cogent view of the full
breadth of patent law. Students would be well advised to secure a copy and read it from cover to
cover. (Thankfully, the book has none of the boring and irrelevant historical anecdotes that seem to
grow like vestigial flesh on all the other treatises as the law and events pass them by.) The book
strikes a fair balance between the detail necessary to comprehend fully the depth of patent law
issues and the generality needed by those who are in search of a quick and ready understanding of
patent law as a whole or one of its narrow component parts. In short, this book is an invaluable

source for executives, technical experts, patent prosecutors, litigators and students.



When | switched careers and went to work as a patent analyst in the patent group at my employer,
my new manager gave me this book. | read it over a weekend for a survey of the topic, which was
very helpful. As | settled into my new role, | reread the book and reinforced my own knowledge while
filling in the gaps of certain topics (for example, continuation-in-part vs RCE).This book is an
excellent primer for someone new to patent law and after a first read, it becomes a very valuable

reference.
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